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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on August 24, 2001 was 
received. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim(s) Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim(s) 1-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hazenfield (US 5,991,374). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, 48 and 52, Hazenfield discloses a messaging system 
(column 1, lines 9-13), wherein: 

each of a plurality of messages is associated with at least two attributes (FIG. 16 
and column 10, lines 42-47) [The playlist comprises a list of messages represented in 
three tables]; and 

the plurality of messages is categorized according to the at least two attributes 
into overlapping lists of messages (FIG. 16, 17 and 18 and column 10, lines 47-61) [The 
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sequence field in the playlist message table 106 and the playlist site table 108 
comprises a command sequence identification code]. 

Regarding claim(s) 2, 7, 14, 19, 53 and 58, Hazenfield discloses the at least two 
attributes comprise an urgency indicator and a message received date (column 10, lines 
47-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 3, 8, 15, 20, 54 and 59, Hazenfield discloses the at least two 
attributes further comprise a message medium indicator (column 10, lines 25-41 ). 

Regarding claim(s) 4, 9, 16, 21, 55 and 60, Hazenfield discloses the at least two 
attributes further comprise a message sender identity indicator (column 10, lines 25-41). 

Regarding claim(s) 5, 10-11,17, 22-23, 56 and 61-62, Hazenfield discloses 
each of the plurality of messages is associated with a status that can represent one of 
at least three distinct statuses (column 10, lines 42-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 6, 12, 18, 24, 57 and 63, Hazenfield discloses the at least 
three distinct statuses comprise "new" "old" and "read" (column 14, lines 18-31). 

Regarding claim(s) 13, Hazenfield discloses all the limitations of claim(s) 13 as 
stated in claim(s) 1' s rejection above and furthermore Hazenfield discloses a memory 
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storing a plurality of messages, each message being associated with at least two 
attributes (FIG. 4 and column 10, lines 42-47) [The server 12 comprises a list of 
messages and a list of destinations]. 

Regarding claim(s) 25, Hazenfield discloses the system can select a list of 
messages for presentation comprising an intersection of at least two of the overlapping 
lists (column 10, lines 42-47). 

Regarding claim(s) 26 and 29, Hazenfield discloses the system selects the list of 
messages for presentation in response to a user input (column 10, lines 25-41 ). 

Regarding claim(s) 27, Hazenfield discloses the system can select a list of 
messages for presentation comprising an intersection of at least two of the overlapping 
lists (column 10, lines 25-41). 

Regarding claim(s) 28, Hazenfield discloses the intersection is a logical AND or 
logical OR of the at least two of the overlapping lists (column 10, lines 47-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 30 and 49, Hazenfield discloses a method of processing a 
newly-arrived message (column 1, lines 9-13), comprising; 

receiving the newly-arrived message during a session (FIG. 35 and column 17, 
lines 3-14) (The SSTATE field changes from to new for a new receiving message]; and 
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presenting the newly-arrived message to a user before the user takes action to 
end the session (FIG. 35 and column 17, lines 47-63) [The server 12 generate a request 
message to notify the a client of changes made to playlist while the user is in session]. 

Regarding claim(s) 31, Hazenfield discloses the newly-arrived message is 
presented only if the newly-arrived message is urgent (column 10, lines 47-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 32 and 37, Hazenfield discloses interrupting presentation of 
a message to present the newly-arrived message (column 17, lines 47-63). 

Regarding claim(s) 33 and 35, Hazenfield discloses the interrupting occurs only 
if the newly-arrived message is urgent (column 10, lines 47-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 34, 38 and 51, Hazenfield discloses presenting the newly- 
arrived message before presenting any other message (column 10, lines 42-47). 

Regarding claim(s) 36, Hazenfield discloses ascertaining, in accordance with: 
a command issued by the user during the session, but prior to the receiving the 
newly-arrived message, and attributes of the newly-arrived message, whether the 
system would have presented the newly-arrived message earlier in the session if the 
newly-arrived message had arrived earlier in the session (column 17, lines 15-35). 
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Regarding claim(s) 39, Hazenfield discloses if the newly-arrived message would 
not have been presented earlier in the session, including the newly-arrived message in 
a currently-selected set of message to present to the User (column 17, lines 15-35). 

Regarding claim(s) 40 and 50, Hazenfield discloses the newly-arrived message 
is presented before the user changes message selection criteria (column 17, lines 15- 
.35). 

Regarding claim(s) 41, Hazenfield discloses adding the newly-arrived message 
to a set of messages that are currently selected for presentation (column 17, lines 15- 
35). 

Regarding claim(s) 42, Hazenfield discloses all the limitations of claim(s) 42 in 
the claim(s) 30' s rejection above and furthermore Hazenfield discloses responsive to a 
user command issued during a session, selecting a set of messages to present to the 
user (FIG. 41-52 and column 18, lines 3-25) [The server 12 receives command of the 
user for a selection of message to be played]. 

Regarding claim(s) 43, Hazenfield discloses the newly-arrived message is 
included in the set of messages to present to the user only if attributes of the newly- 
arrived message satisfy all selection criteria associated with the user command (column 
17, lines 15-36). 
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Regarding claim(s) 44 and 46, Hazenfield discloses at least one of the at least 
two attributes corresponds to at least one non-user-defined field in an address book 
(column 10, lines 47-61). 

Regarding claim(s) 45 and 47, Hazenfield discloses at least one of the at least 
two attributes corresponds to at least one user-defined field in an address book (column 
10, lines 47-61). 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

GERALD GAUTHJER 
IOTENT EXAMINER 

g.g. 

March 15, 2005 




